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Seen & Heard: Feb. 23rd – Maryland’s Civil Rights Era in 
Photographs, Oral Histories, Panel Discussion 

 
Panelists Include 1955 Read’s Drugstore Sit-In Participant, 

Black Panther Party Defense Lawyer, and Writer for TV’s “The Wire” 
 

Civil Rights Era Photos of Juanita Jackson Mitchell, Thurgood Marshall and Others 
 
Baltimore, Maryland (January 12, 2012) – The Maryland Historical Society (MdHS) will host a 
Black History Month event on February 23 from 6-8pm, exploring the civil rights movement in 
Baltimore through personal recollections, voices and images of activists and everyday people. 
There will be a panel discussion and accompanying exhibition of the Paul Henderson Photograph 
Collection. The panelists will discuss their personal affiliations and expertise with the civil rights 
struggle in Maryland in relation to the collections. The event is free and open to the public. 
Parking is free. For further information: Jennifer Ferretti, 410-685-3750; jferretti@mdhs.org 
 
About the Panel 
Dr. Skipp Sanders, the Interim Director of the Reginald F. Lewis Museum of African American 
History and Culture, will introduce the panel and John Gartrell, the Archivist at the Afro-
American Newspapers Archives and Research Center, will moderate. The panel will include Dr. 
Helena Hicks, one of only three surviving members of the widely publicized sit-in at Read’s 
Drugstore in Baltimore, who will reveal the impromptu nature and resounding impact of the 
1955 protest. Dr. Hicks was a Morgan State College student in 1955. When she and other black 
students were denied service at the Read’s lunch counter in downtown Baltimore, they decided 
to stage a sit-in, one of the earliest in America. Its impact sparked a firestorm of protests and 
ultimately resulted in the desegregation of Read’s 37 locations.  
 
Dr. Hicks, currently a commissioner of the Commission for Historical and Architectural 
Preservation (CHAP), will be joined by Larry Gibson, Professor of Law at University of 
Maryland; Dr. Barry Lanman, Professor and Director of the Martha Ross Center for Oral History 
at University of Maryland, Baltimore County (UMBC) and initial interviewer in the McKeldin-
Jackson Oral History Project; Dr. Michelle Scott, an associate professor at UMBC; and William 
F. Zorzi, former reporter and editor for nearly twenty years at The Baltimore Sun newspaper and 
co-writer for the HBO series “The Wire.”  
 
Photo Collection 
Paul Henderson (1899-1966) was an African American photographer who worked in Baltimore 
from the 1930s to 1960s. Much of his career was spent at the Afro-American newspaper. 
Henderson documented both significant events and everyday life in Baltimore’s African 
American communities, leaving behind a collection of over 6,000 photographs never seen in its 
entirety. A selection of Henderson’s photography will be on display outside of the Maryland 
Historical Society’s H. Furlong Baldwin Library. 
 



Henderson captured images of Paul Robeson, concert singer, protesting the Jim Crow admissions 
policy at Baltimore’s Ford Theatre, a protest that lasted seven years. He photographed significant 
leaders such as Juanita Jackson Mitchell, the first African American woman to practice law in 
the state of Maryland and Thurgood Marshall, council to the NAACP before becoming the first 
African American Associate Justice of the U.S. Supreme Court. Morgan State College (now 
University), vocational schools, church and civic organizations are also well represented in the 
collection.  
 
Oral Histories  
The McKeldin-Jackson Oral History Project is an inquiry into the civil rights movement in 
Maryland during the mid 20th century focusing on the roles played by two Maryland leaders, 
Governor Theodore McKeldin and Dr. Lillie Carroll Jackson. From 1974 through 1977, 
volunteers conducted eighty-five interviews with civil rights activists and leaders, as well as 
those who opposed the movement. Interviewees discuss their involvement with the NAACP, 
Maryland politics, law, education, and their relationship with Governor McKeldin and Dr. 
Jackson. Audio excerpts of these compelling interviews will be woven into the panel discussion, 
and transcripts are available for viewing in the MdHS library.  
 
Theodore R. McKeldin was Mayor of Baltimore (1943-1947, 1963-1967), Governor of Maryland 
(1951-1959) and an ardent supporter of civil rights. Dr. Lillie Carroll Jackson was a pioneering 
civil rights leader and an organizer of the Baltimore Branch of the NAACP. Dr. Jackson became 
president of that organization in 1935, a position she held until 1970. Jackson believed in non-
violent resistance to racial segregation. Beginning in the early 1940s, she sponsored voting 
drives and encouraged African American residents of Baltimore to only shop where they could 
work.  
 
Paired with the Paul Henderson Photograph Collection, the McKeldin-Jackson Oral History 
Project provides context and feeling for an important part of the American story. Together, these 
collections recreate an era. For more information on the Paul Henderson Photograph Collection 
and McKeldin-Jackson Oral History Project visit: http://mdhsseenheard.wordpress.com. 
 
The Maryland Historical Society was founded in 1844 and is the largest museum and library 
dedicated to the history of Maryland. Occupying an entire city block in the Mount Vernon 
district of Baltimore, the Society’s mission is to “collect, preserve, and interpret the objects and 
materials that reflect Maryland’s diverse cultural heritage.” The Society is home to the original 
manuscript of the Star-Spangled Banner and publishes a quarterly titled Maryland Historical 
Magazine. More information about the Maryland Historical Society can be found online at 
http://www.mdhs.org 
 
Follow the hashtag #SeenHeard on Twitter for all related tweets. 
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